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Upper Middle Rhine Valley 

Pure Rhine romanticism - that means vineyards 

and numerous castles and palaces as well as the 

famous Loreley Rock. Even before it was declared 

a World Heritage Site in 2002, the narrow part of 

the Middle Rhine Valley downstream from 

Rüdesheim was a popular tourist destination.  

The 65 km long World Heritage Site has been a 

centre for trade and cultural exchange between 

Northern Europe and the Mediterranean since 

Roman times (Criterion II). One consequence of 

this is, the tradition of viticulture in the region, which includes the most important wine-growing 

regions in Germany. The combination of nature and the cultural landscape developed by man from 

settlements to land use by the wine terraces has 

developed into an extraordinary cultural 

landscape (criterion IV) whose traditional way of 

settlement and the terraced landscape of 

viticulture have shaped the landscape over the 

last 2000 years (criterion V). 

The valley is an exceptional cultural landscape, 

whose present state is determined on the one 

hand by the geomorphological and geological 

conditions found here and on the other hand by 

human intervention - such as the construction of 

settlements, traffic routes and land use (criterion 

iv). Even today, the Upper Middle Rhine Valley is 

an example of a continuing development of traditional settlement methods in a narrow river valley. 

In particular, the transformation of the profile of the steep slopes into a terraced landscape has 

shaped the landscape over the last two thousand years (criterion v). 

With its vine-covered valley slopes, the settlements pushing their way to the narrow banks and the 

numerous high-altitude castles and fortresses, the valley is regarded as the symbol of the romantic 

Rhine landscape. Writers, painters and composers from all over the world have been inspired by it. 

Especially during the 19th century (Romantic period) numerous castles were restored and rebuilt.  

The World Heritage Site stretches from the Bingen Gate, where the Rhine flows through a deep, 

narrow gorge, to Koblenz. The Rhine passes some narrow places - the best known is at the Loreley 

rock near St. Goar. The middle and upper Rhine terraces of the upper valley, which traces the earlier 

course of the river, also belong to the World Heritage. 
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